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the criminal undervuluing that of the honest citizen. [t s beeq
stated that the expense of our convict labor is only aboy( 1] or 12
cents per day; whereas the faet is, that making allowance for th;
number of sick, infirm and decrepid, and those necessarily employed
in the bospital in cooking, baking, washing, &e., whose labors " di.
rectly contribute nothing to the support of the nstitution, the gy
able labor of the prisorers must be made to yield at least 63 ¢
per day, in order to cover the actual expense of their main
which the last ycar amounted to $41,000, without reference to the
interest of money apon the immense sums which the institution has
cost the State for ground and baildings.  If this interest wag added,
1t would make the labor nccessary to cover th- whole expense, at
least one dotlar per day.

Evher rate of wages, it is believed, much exceeds the average
paid at private manulactories, considering the women and childies
emwployed thercin at wages far below the lowest of the ahove rates.
This is the extent of the cheapuess of Penitentiary labor, and what.
ever it be, 1t does not ailesy the auvthorities of the institution to de-
pend upon ity on the contrary they are compelied to observe a con.
stant care and watchluliess to obtain the highest market - prices for
s manufactures, in order to gnard against loss, (which has some-
times happened, and, in the fluctuaiions of the market is always lia-
ble to happen,) and thereby prevent a resort to the Blate treasury,

for the support of the institution

stituti
It must therefore, be apparent, that the complainants suffer no
injury irom the cheapness of Penitentiary fabor, unless the authori-
ties of the mstitution wantonly and capriciously undersell its manu-
factures. ‘I'his, it is belicved, is not pretended—certainly it cannot
be shown.  On the contiary, there is more untformity and fower
alterations in their prices and terms of sale, than are observed
regard, perhaps, to any other manutactures in our market. The
Jabors of the Pevitenitary, it is true, were unusualiy profitable the
year.  According 10 the 1eport of the Dircetors, the neil
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profits, atter defrayving al; exXpenses, were upwards of € 10,000; fF'Om
which 1tis fairiy 10 be inferred that the goods of the Peaitentiary
could not have beeu sold wnder price in the market. [t may also be
inferred, that the provie numutactyrers must have been weil enabled,
out of the profits o their business, to have patd the artizans ea-
ployed by them a fair price fur their fabor.
80, 1t cannot be justly impured ¢
although 1t may suic ihere pur

if they have not oo
y the operation of Penitentiaiy lar,
USES SO (o Lapute 11; and we are ot
opinion that this is vie of ihe lvrim'i;;?l sourees of the elamor 3.'31'“?i
the Penitentiary; the mechanies themsaives. no doubt, sincerely 0+

lieving that the labur or the i’cniu-nimzy does operate Injuriousy
upon them.
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I we have proved.as we trust we have, that the Siale derives
no advantage from tie thornnrese of Dol ! mothat ol

Torendrmenss boiloon creres 3!
. L RS RS S P I A .
- :




